AZAD   BAKHT.                              231

fingers owing to the heat of the sun were greatly grown,
and he looked like a man of the woods. He held on his
shoulder a boy of about three or four years old, and two
sleeves of a garment, filled [with something], were sus-
pended like a collar round his neck; he cut a strange
appearance, and was oddly dressed, I was greatly sur-
prised, and asked him, c 0, friend, who art thou, and
of what country art thou the inhabitant, and in what a
strange condition do I see thee ?' The young man
began to weep bitterly, and taking off the two-filled
sleeves from around his neck, he laid them before me,
and cried out, c Hunger, hunger 1 for God's sake give
me something to eat; I have subsisted for a long while
on roots and herbs, and there is not a particle of
strength remaining in me/ I instantly ordered him
some bread, meat, and wine; he began to devour them.
" In the meantime, the eunuch brought from my
haram several other bags which he found on [the
stranger's wife.] I ordered them all to be opened,
and saw that they contained precious jewels of every
kind, each of which was equal in value to the amount
of the king's revenue; each one was more valuable
than another in weight, shape and brilliancy ; and the
whole apartment was illuminated with variegated co-
lours, from the reflection of their different coloured
rays. When the young man had eaten something, and
drank a cup of wine, his senses returned; I then asked
him, * where did you get these stones ?' He an-

sicle, where the bread is laid oil; the tinder or concave side being, of course
perfectly black. In Scotland, and in the northern counties of England,
this domestic implement is called " the girdle/' and is still in common use
in plaees remote from towns.